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Sabatier, an ecology professor at the University of California at Santa Barbara, “are clear rules of thumb for these changes to take place, making it increasingly difficult to measure.” Such rules of thumb are surprisingly missing, she

added, especially because many of the climate changes that are happening are the result of human impacts on the environment. By far the most important thing that is missing, said Dr. Martin Siegert, the editor-in-chief of the journal
Science, is a “new, better understanding of the Earth’s ability to support life.” “It’s a devastating problem,” he said. “We’re pretty much over the precipice.” He added, “If we don’t make rapid progress, within the next 20 to 50 years

we can expect irreversible changes.” Dr. Siegert warned that humanity is currently “only dimly aware of what lies ahead” and “we haven’t yet learned how to deal with this.” In the past, the issues that led to the collapse of
civilizations — like drought, plague or plagues and famine — were not linked to climate changes. But in this century climate change is intertwined with the breakdowns that used to be associated with other problems. A set of new
studies, for example, have shown that serious droughts are now occurring with about the same frequency as the period between World Wars I and II, and seem linked to humans, as the most recent on record. “Climate change is

affecting everything,” said Milton Abramowitz, a professor of physics at Yale and the author of the first of the new books on climate change, “especially water,” which he said was the “great mischievous issue 50b96ab0b6
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